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SECRET STATE 061388 

EXDIS FOR AMB YOUNG FROM UNA 

FOL RPT ADDIS ABABA 1 120 ACTION SECSTATE MOGADISCIO INFO 
BONN NAIROBI 9 MAR 78 QUOTE 

SECRET ADDIS ABABA 1120 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, ET, SO 

SUBJECT: SOMALI WITHDRAWAL FROM THE OGADEN 

REF: STATE 060457 


1 . 1 PRESENTED MESSAGE TODAY AT 1300 GMT IN FORM OF AIDE MEMOIRE 
TO AMERICAN AFFAIRS OFFICER BERHANE DERESSE WHO ASSURED ME THAT 
HE WOULD IMMEDIATELY DELIVER MESSAGE TO FONMIN (WHO HAD 
JUST RETURNED ADDIS MORNING MAR 9 FROM BERLIN AND HAD NOT AS 
YET COME TO OFFICE) AND HIGHER LEVELS, I.E. DIRG. BERHANE CHAR 
ACTERIZED HIS INITIAL REACTION TO PRESENTATION AS PERSONAL 
PERCEPTION OF WHAT OFFICIAL ETHIOPIAN ATTITUDES WILL BE, 
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BUT ADDED THAT HE COULD NOT COMMENT SPECIFICALLY ON SUBSTANCE 
OF POINTS RAISED. HE SAID IT WOULD HAVE BEEN MORE APPROPRIATE IF 
PRESIDENT'S EFFORTS COULD HAVE COME EARLIER, I.E. 6-7 MONTHS AGO 
WHEN ETHIOPIA WAS FIRST INVADED, AND THUS COULD HAVE POSSIBLY 
SAVED MANY LIVES. NOW THAT SOMALIS WERE BEING FORCED TO LEAVE 
ETHIOPIAN TERRITORY, BERHANE THOUGHT IT WAS IRONIC THAT THOSE 
WHO DID NOT DEMONSTRATE ANY PARTICULAR CONCERN FOR THE OGADENI 
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PEOPLES WHEN THEY WERE BEING KILLED AND THEIR PROPERTY WAS 
BEING DESTROYED DURING FIRST PHASE OF CONFLICT, WERE NOW VOICING 
SUCH DEEP CONCERN. BERHANE SAID HE DID NOT DOUBT THE SINCERITY 
OF PRESIDENT CARTER BUT HE THOUGHT THAT POSSIBILITY OF ANY ARMING 
OF SOMALIA DID NOT CORRESPOND WITH US DESIRE FOR PEACE IN THE 
AREA. HE URGED US TO RESTRICT ANY ASSISTANCE IT MIGHT PROVIDE TO 
SOMALIA TO PURELY ECONOMIC AND HUMANITARIAN AREAS. AFTER PROVIDING 
ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR ALL POINTS IN MESSAGE, I ASKED BERHANE 
TO CONVEY TO HIS GOVERNMENT USG HOPES THAT THEY WOULD BE 
GIVEN SERIOUS CONSIDERATION AT HIGHEST LEVELS. BERHANE ASSURED 
ME THAT THIS WOULD BE CASE AND THAT FONMIN WOULD GIVE APPROPRIATE 
ANSWER TO THOSE POINTS RAISED AT PROPER TIME. 

2. COMMENT: I BELIEVE BERHANE ACCURATELY PREDICTED ATTITUDES 
WITHIN HIGHEST LEVELS OF EPMG. FULLER DETAILS OF CONVERSATION 
AND BERHANE’S COMMENTS TO FOLLOW BY SEPTEL. 

MATHERON 

UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TROOP DEPLOYMENT, AIDE MEMOIRE, BOUNDARY CLAIMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE061388 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: BJSHARP 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 07-0431 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780382/aaaacrcv.tel 

Line Count: 81 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 589bacc9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 78 STATE 60457 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3371455 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOMALI WITHDRAWAL FROM THE OGADEN 
TAGS: PBOR, PDIP, ET, SO 
To: USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/589bacc9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



